
                        

 ”The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” - John 1:14             November, 2015                                                       

RECTOR’S RAMBLINGS

The Messenger
The Church of the Incarnation

600 Third Avenue North
Great Falls, MT 59401

A Prayer for Thanksgiving Day

God of all blessings, source of all life, giver of all grace:

We thank you for the gift of life:
for the breath that sustains life,
for the food of this earth that nurtures life,
for the love of family and friends without which there would be no life.

We thank you for the mystery of creation:
for the beauty that the eye can see,
for the joy that the ear may hear,
for the unknown that we cannot behold filling the universe with wonder,
for the expanse of space that draws us beyond the definitions of our selves.

We thank you for setting us in communities:
for families who nurture our becoming,
for friends who love us by choice,
for companions at work, who share our burdens and daily tasks,
for strangers who welcome us into their midst,
for people from other lands who call us to grow in understanding,
for children who lighten our moments with delight,
for the unborn, who offer us hope for the future.

We thank you for this day:
for life and one more day to love,
for opportunity and one more day to work for justice and peace,
for neighbors and one more person to love and by whom be loved,
for your grace and one more experience of your presence,
for your promise to be with us, to be our God, and to give salvation.

For these, and all blessings, we give you thanks, eternal, loving God,
through Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen.
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Holy Eucharist is celebrated each week:
! Sunday at 8:00 a.m.
! Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
! Wednesday at noon 
Recovery Service each Saturday at 6:00 p.m. 

Clothing Closet is open Thursday and Saturday, 10 a.m-1 p.m.

Sunday, November 1 - Home Aloners at Vi Stahlecker’s home, 3304 Arbor Way, 2 p.m.

Sunday, November 1—Sunday, November 8 - Family Promise at The Church of the Incarnation

Wednesday, October 11 - Episcopal Church Women’s Veterans Day Luncheon, Parish Hall, 1 p.m.

Wednesday, November 11 - Movie Night in the Parish Hall - “12 Angry Men,” 6-8 p.m.

Saturday, November 14 - St. Andrew’s Guild (Andy’s Bunch) Breakfast, Perkins Restaurant, 8:30 a.m.

Sunday, November 15 - Harvest Dinner, ECW Bake Sale, and Auction in the Parish Hall, 5 p.m.

Monday, November 16 - Altar Guild Dinner, Parish Hall, 6 p.m.

Thursday, November 26 - Thanksgiving Day

Twelve-Step organizations meet in Gilliam Hall each week:

GA - Monday and Friday, 7 p.m. and Saturday, 1 p.m.
GA and Gamanon - Wednesday, 7 p.m.
AA - Wednesday and Saturday, 7:30 p.m.
Men’s CODA - Tuesday, noon
CODA - Thursday, noon
Alanon - Friday, 12:15 p.m.

Altar Guild Dinner Meeting
Monday, November 16

6 p.m.
Parish Hall

We will be planning for the Christmas, Epiphany, and 
Lent seasons.  If you are being called to serve with Al-
tar Guild, NOW is the perfect time to start.  Come to 
the meeting and “check us out!”

ECW  will be honoring the veterans of our parish 
at  a Veterans Day luncheon at 1 o’clock on No-
vember 11 in the Parish Hall.  All women of the 
parish are members of ECW.  Come, join us for a 
special day.

ECW  will be sponsoring a Bake Sale at the Har-
vest Dinner on Sunday, November 15.     Please 
call Renee Neste at 452-4982 to let  her know if you 
will be able to provide baked goods for the sale.  !
!
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Quiet Day
Saturday, November 7th, 2015

12 - 2 p.m.

The Church of the Incarnation's chapter of the Or-
der of the Daughters of the King will be sponsor-
ing a Quiet Day to be held on Saturday, November 
7th, from 12 Noon until 2 P.M. Take a break from 
your normal routine and join us for lunch, fellow-
ship, and meditations. This Quiet Day is open to 
all men, women, and children who want to enrich 
themselves by spending some time in thoughtful 
prayer and silence with God.
 
Lunch begins at 12 Noon, with meditations led by 
the Reverend Tim Ljunggren immediately follow-
ing in the sanctuary.
 
We hope to see you there!

Here is the hardware that broke inside me.
I’m at Park Place, room 626. I miss my church 
family.

Jenny

A NOTE FROM JENNY OTIS

VETERANS DAY LUNCHEON

CALLING ALL VETERANS OF OUR PARISH!  On 
Wednesday, November 11, the Episcopal Church 
Women would like to honor all of you for your 
service to our country.  The ladies will provide a 
buffet lunch at 1 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  Don’t 
worry, men, we won’t make you sit with the 
women — you will have your own special table.  
Please call Jeanette Baird at 453-8114 or 761-0429 
by November 9th to reserve your place at the ta-
ble.  

If you can’t attend during the day, please join us 
at  6 o’clock in the Parish Hall.  Veterans will be 
honored before the start of the Wednesday night 
movie.

We hope to see you on that special day!

Home Aloners will meet Sunday, November 1, at 
2 o’clock, at Vi Stahlecker’s home, 3304 Arbor 
Way.  Dessert and coffee/tea will be provided. 

Members are asked to bring children’s gloves, 
mittens, and warm hats for the Clothing Closet. 
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WHO’S WHO

Bishop:   The Rt. Rev. Dr. C. Franklin Brookhart
Assistant Bishop: The Rt. Rev. Carol J. Gallagher
Rector:    The Rev. Timothy M. Ljunggren
Deacon:   The Rev. Marcia Lauzon
Verger:     Kevin Williams

The Vestry
Senior Warden:  Richard Pate
Junior Warden:  Gretchen Swift
Treasurer:           Beth Baker 
! Jeff Brainard
   ! Jack Corcino
   ! Geraldine deRooy
  !  Lana Furdell
  !  Nona Munroe
   !  Ed Neste
              Andrew Sloan
!  Kevin Williams
   !

The Staff
Organist/Choir Director:    Lana Furdell
Secretary:                          Becky Workman
Sexton:                              Doug Pate
The Messenger Editor:      Vi Stahlecker

The deadline for the December Messenger is 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23.  Please submit articles 
to Vi Stahlecker at vstahlecker@bresnan.net, by 
phone at 452-4209,  or by mail at 3304 Arbor Way, 
Great Falls, MT 59405.  

God is a Movie Director:
Theology and Social Discourse

in Filmmaking

Movies can be more than just entertainment; they 
can teach us something about ourselves and how 
we look at (and act in) in our world. 
 
"God is a Movie Director: Theology and Social Dis-
course in Filmmaking" is just a fancy title for finding 
a moral compass in the movies we watch. From race 
relations to politics, women's issues to end-of-
life  issues (and everything in between), watching a 
movie - and then discussing it - allows us the oppor-
tunity to open our hearts and minds to a new way of 
thinking, doing, and being.
 
Come and join us for a fascinating study of movies 
and meaning!

Movie for Wednesday, November 11th: 
12 Angry Men

All movies will be shown in the Parish Hall 
from 6 until 8 p.m.

A light supper will be served.  

Check out our new web site!
www.churchoftheincarnation.net

mailto:incarnation21@juno.com
mailto:incarnation21@juno.com
mailto:vstahlecker@bresnan.net
mailto:vstahlecker@bresnan.net
http://www.churchoftheincarnation.net
http://www.churchoftheincarnation.net
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! ! ! September, 2014! 2014 YTD`!    September, 2015! 2015 YTD_____

  Families!                    86!                 768!   171!      786! !
  Singles !                    68!                  557! !            81! !       578!!
  Adults!                  225!               1,832! !          248! !    1,866!!
 Children!                  115!               1,047!            !           99!  !       845!!        
  Meals!               4,080!             34,548!                    5,205! !  40,665   !    
  Pounds of Food!               9,024!             77,735!                  11,262!               78,155!_______

The Town Pump’s Matching Program
Starting the 1st of September and ending November 30th the Town Pump will match all donations to FISH, dollar for 
dollar up to a total $15,000.  Please make your checks payable FISH and send them either to the church office or to 
Bob Shanks at 3621 8th Avenue South, Great Falls, MT 59405.  You may contact Bob Shanks at 454-9063 should you 
have any questions concerning the FISH program.

Herberger’s Community Day
On November 11th and 14th Herberger’s will be having their community day.  Bob Shanks has the coupon booklets, 
which sell for $5 each, at the coffee hour on Sunday November 1st.  The cost of these booklets goes directly to the 
FISH program and as such will be matched by the Town Pump dollar for dollar.  These booklets have several dollars 
in savings in the form of coupons.  You may also obtain these booklets by contacting Bob Shanks at 454-9063.

FISH Sunday
Sunday November 22nd will be our special day for collecting money for the FISH program, using the fish creel 
baskets.   The money we collect on that Sunday will be matched by the Town Pump dollar for dollar. 

Note:   The money the FISH program collects from September 1st through November 30th is used to fund the 
FISH program so it can operate for the coming year.  The only other fundraiser is the Loaves and Fishes Dinner held 
around the first of Lent.

FISH Data for September 2015
The chart below is a comparison of those serviced by FISH between September 2014 and September 2015.  As you 
can see there have been some changes between the 2014 and 2015 figures.  There was an increase in the number of 
families, singles, adults, meals served, and pounds of food delivered; we were up 98.8%, 19.1%, 10.2%, 27.6%, and 
24.8% respectively.  There was a decrease in the number of children served; we were down 13.9%.  The YTD num-
bers also increased in the number of families, singles, adults, meals served, and pounds of food delivered; we were 
up 2.3%, 3.8%, 1.9%, 17.7%, and 0.5% respectively.  There was a decrease in the number of children served; we 
were down 19.3%.  However, FISH still provided about 5.6 tons of emergency food to our community during the 
month of September 2015 and 39.1 tons (or 4.3 tons per month) YTD for January through September 2015.  As you 
can see there is quite a demand for emergency food here in Great Falls.  This demand met only by your generous 
donations to FISH and is greatly appreciated by all the recipients.

Clearly, there is still a demand (in our community) for the emergency food we distribute through 
FISH. Amen!
 
Bob Shanks
Member of the FISH Board of Directors
Representing the Church of the Incarnation



               

6

6

Andy's Bunch, for the men and boys of The Church 
of the Incarnation,  will meet for breakfast on 
the  second Saturday for the month of  Novem-
ber 2015.  Our breakfast for November will be held 
on November 14th at Perkins Restaurant located at 
the corner of 2nd Avenue North and 6th Street.  We 
will meet  for breakfast in the lobby of the restau-
rant at 8:30 AM.  Hope you can make it.

Saint for the Month of November
All Saints Day and

Saint Andrew the Apostle
 
On November 1st we solemnly celebrate and hon-
our all of the saints, past  and present.   All Saints 
Day is also referred to as All Hallows, Solemnity of 
All Saints, or The Feast of All Saints.  You may 
think of the saints as the windows which God 
shines through, courtesy of The Rev. Carl Wright.

We celebrate Saint Andrew the Apostle on Novem-
ber 30th.   St. Andrew was the first of the twelve 
Apostles named in the Gospel according to St. 
John and the brother of Simon Peter who were 
fishermen.   St. Andrew at once recognized Jesus 
to be the Messiah and quickly introduced him to 
his brother Peter.   The name Andrew (in Greek) 
means manly, brave, manhood, or valour.

St. Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist prior 
to being called by Jesus.  He was one of the Apos-
tles who helped Our Lord Jesus Christ  with the 
feeding of the 5000 on the shores of Galilee.   He 
was crucified on a Saltire (x-shaped) cross (com-
monly known as the Saint Andrew’s cross) and he 
is said to have preached for two days from that 
cross.

St. Andrew is considered to be the founder and 
first  bishop of the Church of Byzantium and is 
therefore the patron saint  of the Ecumenical Patri-
archate of Constantinople.  He is also the patron 
saint of Ukraine, Romania, Russia, and Scotland.
Following King Robert  Bruce’s victory at the Battle 
of Bannockburn in 1314 (he declared himself to be 
King of Scotland in 1306); the Declaration of Ar-
broath officially named St. Andrew the patron saint 
of Scotland,  and the Saltire became the national 
flag of Scotland in 1385.  The Saltire is also part of 
the Episcopal Church’s Flag (at the upper left-
hand corner of the flag).
 
A disciple of our Lord Jesus Christ,
            Spero

Sunday, November 15
5 p.m. — 8 p.m.

Parish Hall

Come join us for food, fellowship and fun!  Tick-
ets are $8 per person or $25 for a family.  A Silent 
Auction will be held to benefit our Clothing Closet 
ministry. The Episcopal Church Women’s group 
will sponsor its annual Bake Sale. There will also 
be 50/50 and stand-up Bingo.

Hors d’oeuvres will be served starting at 5 
o’clock, with dinner to follow.  Dinner includes 
ham, cheesy potatoes, scalloped corn, and tossed 
salad.  Dessert will be pumpkin ice cream.  

Let’s make this a very special evening for family 
and friends!
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ALLELUIA?

We love saying “Alleluia,”  our word of praise.  We 
love this word so much that when we are deprived 
of it during Lent, it can be a real sacrifice.  When it 
returns to the liturgy, we say it with true joy and en-
thusiasm.

The word is a Latinized version of the Hebrew 
“Hale-Lu-Yay,” which means “Praise to Yah” — that 
is, to Yaweh, the God of the Israelites.  So when we 
say “Alleluia!” we are saying “Praise God!”

At the close of Eucharist, the Deacon or Celebrant 
dismisses the people by saying, “Go in peace to 
love and serve the Lord,” or another of the dismiss-
als on page 366 of the Book of Common Prayer.

There’s always more to learn, though, isn’t there? 
My dear husband often said, “I’m always learning.” I 
loved that about him.  It is so easy to get stuck in 
our human arrogance and act as though, having 
learned one way of doing things, we never need to 
change. It take a big person to keep learning.

Years ago, a priest taught me that if the clergy per-
son saying the dismissal did not add “Alleluia, Alle-
luia,” then the congregation should not, either. Now 
comes the “always learning”  part.  During his visit 
last month, Bishop  Brookhart reminded me that “Al-
leluia” belongs in the dismissal only from Easter to 
Pentecost. Of course, he is right. It’s right there at 
the bottom of page 366; look it up  for yourself. I’m 
always learning.

As Anglicans, our Prayer Book is always our guide.  
It’s not arbitrary; it IS all carefully constructed. We 
can still be joyful — our “Thanks be to God!” can 
ring with that joy. And let’s demonstrate our capacity 
to learn, to grow, to amend ourselves, by remem-
bering that Alleluia has a particular seasonal place, 
and we’ll save it for that. Thanks be to God!

Marcia Lauzon
Deacon

Thanks for supporting The Clothing Closet whether as a 
volunteer, through donations, making friends and family 
aware of what we can offer, and by your prayers and 
good intentions.

Last week was our largest attendance to date with over 
170 people in the six hours we were open, Thursday and 
Saturday, 10:00 – 1:00.  No one left empty-handed and 
we know we met the needs of many people for clean, 
attractive clothing and shoes.  Saturday, we had over 
thirty people lined up  to come in and some had to wait 
for others to leave before they could be served.  It was a 
“wild”  day as it sometimes is.  The bottom-line is that 
each person was addressed with cheerful respect and 
was able to find good garments for adults and children.

This humble space is truly a holy place. We are asked by 
our Lord to clothe those in need.  I’m in constant 
amazement at the requests filled and prayers answered.  
I am praying now for more workers to gather in this 
“field”, The Clothing Closet.  We are being given im-
mense quantities of mostly used, and many soiled gar-
ments which we can turn into handsome clothing for little 
kids to wear to school and feel good about themselves 
among their peers.  Babies can be clothed in clean, 
warm garments and adults can find clothing to wear to 
work or to stay warm sleeping under a bridge or among 
the trees along the river.  It’s not for us to judge.

The hours of preparation needed for the limited hours 
we’re open is surprising.  All of you who regularly pick up 
clothes from Once Upon a Child and deliver them into 
The Closet, know that you’ll spend two hours at this task, 
week after week.  All of us doing baskets of laundry know 
the time and expense involved in that weekly task.  Sort-
ing - dividing clothing into piles to launder, hanging up 
individual items, rotating stock, organizing the storage for 
seasons and special events like Halloween - is an invisi-
ble although very essential job.  Sorting is the job  that 
takes the most time and consistency.  We do much of it 
on Wednesdays from 9:00 – 3:00 although some of us 
come in far more hours to get this done. 
 
I’ve learned that this work is never-ending. More of us 
working at these tasks would make them easier for all.  I 
thank you for all you do and I’m asking you to do more.  
Please consider joining our workers on Wednesday or 
join the front-line people on Thursday or Saturday.  I’ll be 
glad to find you a time and a task that works for you. 

I’m delighted to be a confirmed member of our wonderful 
church!
Mary Ann Cosgrove



               

To:  Episcopal Church Memorial Foundation
P. O. Box 3046
Great Falls, MT 59403-3046

The enclosed gift in the amount of $______________ is given

_____ in Memory of! ! _______in Thanksgiving for! ! _______in Honor of   (check one)

____________________________________________________________________________________________

by __________________________________________________________________________________________

(Address) ___________________________ City ________________________ State _____ Zip______________

Please send gift notification to:

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

THE MEMORIAL FOUNDATION

The Episcopal Church Memorial Foundation serves as a thoughtful way to honor loved ones and 
friends by receiving memorials, thanksgivings, honors and bequests.  For information about  the 
Foundation, contact  Wayne Linnell (788-9834), Ardelle Watkins (788-5676), or Gayle Archey (452-
9632)
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Fund Raiser(s) for the Closet

The Fall Dinner will give us an opportunity to raise money for The Closet.  To date, we’ve not had many ex-
penses that couldn’t be covered through the generosity of The Memorial Foundation, and through the gener-
osity of those doing the work of The Closet.  We do want to up-date much of the shelving which would allow 
us to offer more items to those in need in a tidy and compact space. 
 
ECW  has invited The Closet to offer items in a “silent auction” setting during the Fall Dinner.  We’ve collected 
interesting items over the past several months which I hope will entice you to begin your Christmas shopping 
and offer a bid during the evening auction.  If you would like to donate something that could be auctioned, 
please let  Gail Archey or me know so that we can arrange to include it that evening.  Please give us your 
bottom-line bid.  If that bid isn’t reached, the item will be returned to you.

We are considering having a second Fund Raiser during the Christmas Holiday season, probably mid-
December. We will call this The Out-of-the-Closet Christmas Sale. We’d include saleable items from the 
Closet’s inventory, including those items that do not sell at the Fall Dinner.  Baked items could also be added, 
This sale would be open to the public and would probably be a one-day event in the room across from the 
Church Office. If you have ideas or are willing to help, speak up!

Thanks in advance for your comments and participation.
Mary Ann Cosgrove 


